
London Borough of Islington 

27 March 2014 

  
LONDON BOROUGH OF ISLINGTON 

 
COUNCIL MEETING – 27 March 2014 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 
 

At the meeting of the Council held at the Town Hall, Upper Street, London, N1 
2UD on 27 March 2014 at 7.30pm 
 

Present 
 

ALLAN George FLETCHER Kat MURRAY James 
ANDREWS Raphael FOXSMITH Greg O’SULLIVAN Mick 
BUCHANAN Susan GILBERT John PERRY Alice 
BURGESS Janet GREENING Richard POOLE Gary 
BURGESS Wally HAMITOUCHE Mouna PULLEN Charlynne 
CALUORI Joe HORTEN Julie SIDNELL Barbara 
CHOWDHURY Jilani HULL Andy SMITH Paul 
CONSTANTINOU Lorraine ISMAIL Rakhia SPALL Marion 
CONVERY Paul ISMAIL Tracy STACY Terry 
DEBONO Theresa JAMIESON-BALL Rhodri WATTS Richard 
DOOLAN Gary KASEKI Jean Roger WEBBE Claudia 
EDWARDS Barry KELLY Phil WEST Catherine 
  WILSON David 
   
   

The Mayor (Councillor Barry Edwards) in the Chair 
 

1 MINUTES  
 Resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 27 February and 11 March 2014 be 

confirmed as a correct record and the Mayor be authorised to sign them. 
 

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 Councillor Gilbert declared an interest in the Motion on ‘Keep the Safety Net’ as a 

governor of the Cripplegate Foundation and Councillor Pullen declared an interest in the 
Motion on ‘Recognising the importance of apprenticeships’ as an employee of the City 
and Guilds Centre for Skills Development. 

 

 

3 MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

(i) Apologies for absence 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Belford, Charalambous, Davis, 
Gallagher, Groucutt, Khan, Klute, Makarau-Schwartz, Rupert Perry, Pullen, Whaley and 
Councillor Woolley.  Apologies for lateness were received from Councillors West and 
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Wilson.  
 

 (ii) Order of business 
 The order of business was not changed.  
  
 (iii) Declarations of discussion items by the Administration and Opposition Group 
 None. 
  
 (iv) Remembrance 
 The Mayor remembered the lives and achievements of the Right Honourable Tony 

Benn MP and Bob Crow, General Secretary of the RMT.  The Council stood for a 
minutes’ silence. 

  
 (v) Mayors Awards  
 The Mayor thanked everyone involved in the Awards Council, particularly the Islington 

Council Choir.  
  

(vi) Thanks to outgoing Councillors  
The Mayor thanked all the Councillors who were standing down at the elections for their 
service to the borough. 

  
4 LEADER’S ANNOUCEMENTS 
 Councillor Watts advised that the Department of Education has asked a number of 

voluntary organisations and local authorities, including Islington, to investigate 
allegations of abuse by Jimmy Saville in children’s homes in the late 1970s.  Councillor 
Watts advised the Council was sickened by the allegations and will undertake an 
investigation with the utmost care.  
 

Councillor Watts congratulated the Crown Prosecution Service for bringing the first UK 

prosecution over female genital mutilation against a Doctor for an alleged offence while 

working at the Whittington Hospital.  Councillor Watts advised that whilst Whittington 

Hospital has its challenges, he thought that the investigation would find that their 

processes were well managed. 

Councillor Watts advised that the Council is delighted to see that the Mayor of London is 

taking forward proposals to improve five gyratories across the borough; it is something 

that the Council has been lobbied for, for a number of years.  The plan is for Archway 

and Old Street to be improved by 2016 with Highbury Corner, Nags Head and Kings 

Cross to follow.  Whilst welcoming the announcement, Councillor Watts advised the 

Council will only support proposals which are beneficial to local residents. 

Councillor Watts advised that the Council was devastated that the Judicial Review on 

Affordable Rent didn’t find in our favour, but asserted that the Council was right to take 

the case to court as no reasonable person would think that 80% of the market rent in 

Islington was affordable. 

 

Councillor Watts supported the Mayor’s comments about outgoing Councillors, including 

the Mayor himself and paid tribute to the years of public service by Councillors across 

the Chamber.  

Councillor Stacy, Leader of the Opposition, thanked the Mayor and Councillor Watts 

and asked for an assurance that Liberal Democrat Councillors will be kept informed 

about the investigation into the allegations of abuse.  Councillor Stacy also advised that 
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the Liberal Democrat Group also welcomed the Mayor of London’s announcement 

regarding gyratories, but had concerns about traffic displacement onto local roads and 

requested that traffic modelling data is made available to Councillors with adjacent 

wards. 

 

Councillor Stacy also supported the comments about outgoing Councillors and asked 

for his thanks to the Mayor to be put on record. 

Councillor Watts responded that Councillor Stacy would be kept informed about the 

progress of the investigation on an exempt basis.  The traffic modelling data would also 

be shared when it was available. 

Councillor Poole raised an urgent point of order and asked Councillor Convery to make 

a statement on the incident which occurred earlier in the evening on Upper Street.  

Councillor Convery advised that a young man, aged 17-18, was attacked outside Zakos 

Supermarket  and he has requested a confidential paper be prepared on the apparent 

rise in gang related incidents. 

 

5 PETITIONS AND QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
  
 PETITIONS 
  
 Councillor Debono presented a petition regarding the proposed development of the 

former Highbury Vale Police Station. 
 

 Councillor Horten presented a petition regarding the Highbury Grange bus shelter. 
  
 Councillor Gilbert presented a petition regarding the proposed development of the 

former Highbury Vale Police Station. 
 

 Cyan Irwin presented a petition regarding the heating system in Braithwaite House. 
 
Councillor Allan presented a petition regarding the Traffic in Sekforde and nearby roads. 
 
Adam and Daniel Foxsmith presented a petition regarding the Archway Slide. 

  
 

 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
  
a) Question from Caroline Russell to Councillor Rakhia Ismail, Executive Member 

for Sustainability  
 
 "Given Westminster Labour Councillors have recently asked Mayor Johnson to include 
the whole of Westminster in the Ultra Low Emission Zone from 2020, will Islington 
Council now join the other parties and ask Boris to include the whole of Islington in the 
ULEZ to protect the health of residents? 
 
Caroline Russell was not present in the Chamber and the following written reply was 
sent by Councillor Richard Watts: 
 
We take air quality in Islington very seriously and are already doing much to tackle the 
problem - including becoming the first local authority in the country to introduce a 
20mph zone on all council managed roads. 
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However, the plans laid out for the Ultra-Low Emissions Zone by the Mayor of London 
are still unclear and presently include the proposal that would ban all petrol cars made 
before 2008 and all diesel cars before 2014. 
 
If introduced this could lead to as many as 20,000 Islington residents and businesses 
being forced to give up their vehicles. At a time when the cost of living crisis is making 
life more difficult for households across our borough I’d be concerned about the impact 
this proposal could have on both small businesses in Islington and on residents on low 
incomes who can’t afford to replace their old cars. 
 
While exemptions may still be considered by TFL, at present the proposals would also 
effectively ban all disabled people travelling through the borough that don’t own a new 
car that meets the criteria.  
 
The ULEZ is still 6 years away from implementation and there is still plenty of time for 
these issues to be resolved. However, in the meantime while these details remain 
unclear, I am not prepared to push for a scheme that, at present would have a 
massively detrimental impact on residents in our borough.  
 

b) Question from Charlie Kiss to Councillor Andy Hull, Executive Member for 
Finance and Performance 
 
Why does the council not webcast the full council meetings to enable greater public 
involvement in the democratic process. 

 
Reply: 
 
The Council did webcast both Full Council meetings and Executive meetings for two 
years on a trial basis from January 2009 to December 2010, at a cost of approximately 
£25,000 a year. 
 
Over time, fewer and fewer viewers watched these videos, despite lots of publicity, 
falling to well below a hundred a month, with no guarantee that these viewers were 
residents, or unique viewers, or indeed that they watched for more than a few seconds 
each.  
 
I am therefore of the view that recommencing webcasting now would be an unjustifiable 
expense, given the huge government cuts we face. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
Given that people have mobile phones and can record easily how would the Council 
respond. 
 
Reply:  
 
If you wish to do so, you are welcome to record the meeting and upload it onto 
YouTube. 
 

c) Question from Caroline Allen to Councillor Rakhia Ismail, Executive Member for 
Sustainability 
 
Is the recent tree felling at Old Street an indication that the current slimline tree policy, 
championed by Councillor Smith, is not fit for purpose? 
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Reply: 
 
I presume the reference to tree felling is the loss of the trees at City Forum.  If so, these 
trees were on private land and not protected by a conservation area.  The trees were 
not of sufficient value to warrant a Tree Preservation order.  Therefore regardless of the 
policy the council could not have stopped the removal of these trees. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
Given the borough has so little green space and it is a significant factor in resident’s 
quality of life, when do trees become valuable?  Does the new Executive Member 
understand the importance of trees to people? 
 
Reply: 
 
As a Council we do have the least green space in London, however, if there is a tree 
that needs to be cut we will deal with it.  We know how important green space is. 
 

d) Question from Adam Foxsmith and Daniel Foxsmith of Archway N19, to 
Councillor Rakhia Ismail, Executive Member for Sustainability 
 
Will the Council commit to keeping the long slide in archway Park? 
 
Reply:  
 

Thank you for asking this very important question.  I can tell you that the council is 
currently consulting residents on proposals for Archway Park and nothing has been 
decided.  We might look to move the slide to address some safety concerns and 
improve the overall play value. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
The consultation did not include the option to save the slide.  All the children at school 
want it saved.   
 
Reply: 
 
We are looking at it, but considering all the options.  We have to consider the safety of 
young people. 
 
 

5 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL 
  
a) Question from Councillor Richard Greening to Councillor Terry Stacy, Leader of 

the Opposition 
 
Did the council obtain a good price when the Lib Dems sold the Harvist nursery site in 
2007/8? 
 
Reply: 
 
Yes we did. The site was sold as part of a portfolio sale to Petticoat Lane Investments at 
the same time all residents and tenants were given the option to purchase their sites. 
The sale raised £22 million with the sale of 47 properties to their tenants and 85, those 
that didn’t take up the sale up, to Petticoat Lane. This money was used to finance a 



London Borough of Islington 

27 March 2014 

large capital including school improvements, investment in roads, new homes, and the 
Ironmonger Row Baths.  
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
I ask Councillor Stacy to reconsider his statement that this was a good value sale.  All 
prices were itemised and a developer has just paid £2M for the site in Petticoat Lane, a 
loss to the people of the borough.  Resident’s assets are not safe in Lib Dem hands. 
Would you agree with me Councillor Stacy that this is an appalling loss of a valuable 
Council asset? 
 
Reply: 
 
As Councillor Greening is aware, the decision by any administration to dispose of 
assets is taken after careful consideration of officer advice and independent advice.  I 
don’t regret the disposal all the improvements were needed after decades of under 
investment by Labour. 

 

b) Question from Councillor Gary Poole to Councillor Joe Caluori, Executive 
Member for Children and Families 
 
What plans does the Council have to give young people, aged 19-25 with severe 
learning difficulties and complex needs, the same opportunity as other young Islington 
people to attend college within the Borough? 
 
Reply: 
Firstly I absolutely agree that all young people should have access to the education 
they want, it is a basic fairness issue.  The issue is the number of college places in the 
borough. We are preparing to meet these needs and are working alongside colleagues 
in Public Health to produce a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment for Children and Young 
People with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities to inform future planning and 
commissioning of services.   Regarding the development of any further ‘Islington based’ 
provision, local authorities are not permitted to establish or run Further Education  
provision but we are developing stronger links with City and Islington College.   
We have also been working with colleagues in Camden to support a local Further 
Education college and specialist provider to develop new provision for young people 
with severe and complex needs, including Autism, aged 19 to 25. The provision will be 
available to young people as part of a planned ‘preparing for adulthood’ pathway. 
Islington has agreed to commission places from this new provider for any Islington 
resident young people who may need one to further support their progression towards 
their agreed career and life skills outcomes. This new provision will supplement an 
existing range of local courses, projects already in place.  
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
This group of residents does not normally have a choice and I accept that it is a small 
number, but these are significant members of the community who need the backing of 
the Council.  Will Councillor Calouri commit to dialog with City and Islington College? 
 
Reply: 
 
I think it is very important to take account of young people’s views and we will certainly 
discuss this with the college. 
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c) Question from Councillor Greg Foxsmith to Councillor Janet Burgess, Executive 
Member for Health and Wellbeing  
 
Will the Council organise and promote an Islington 10k run? 
 
Reply:  
 
Any idea improves the health of our residents is to be welcomed and taken seriously.  
However, organising a 10k race in Islington is not easy.  We have looked at options for 
this but unlike most other boroughs our geography does not easily lend itself to such a 
race. We don’t have a space like Hackney Marshes, our largest space is Highbury 
Fields and you would need to run 10 laps of the main field for a 10k race which would 
get quite confusing and a road race brings with it significant expense.   
 
A road race is also difficult; it is a significant expense to close roads etc and there are 
58 10k races within 10 miles of this building already organised for the next year and we 
would be competing with established races.  We’ve got some of our own established 
races, the “Be A Gunner Be A Runner”, which the Mayor took part in recently, takes 
place annually, this year it is on 5 April. Participants run round the Emirates stadium up 
to 10 times, raising money for the Arsenal Foundation. In addition a free 5k run takes 
place in Highbury Fields every Saturday at 9am. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
It would be nice to have an Islington branded race.  I am happy to send you some 
possible routes, if these were able to persuade you, would you reconsider? 
 
Reply: 
 
Yes, but I can guarantee you that I won’t take part. 
 

d) Question from Councillor Greg Foxsmith to Councillor Rakhia Ismail, Executive 
Member for Sustainability 
 

Will the Council consider increasing its green space and protecting two parks by joining 
together Elthorne Road and Sunnyside Gardens, and greening over the road that 
currently separates them? 
 
Reply: 
 
Thank you.  The road between Sunnyside Gardens and Elthorne Park is Sunnyside 
Road.  Sunnyside Road is a key road used for Bus Routes.  They do this for two key 
reasons, the junction of Hornsey Rise and Hazelville Road is tight and Beaumont Rise 
is a key Bus Stand to allow regulation of the service.  I would however like to assure 
Councillor Foxsmith that the two spaces are protected by virtue of the planning process. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
The road was closed for quite a long period for repairs and the buses were diverted 
around Elthorne Park.  Vehicle use of the road is low. I know that there will be 
opposition from London Buses but the percentage of green space in the borough is so 
low that I ask you to reconsider. 
 
Reply: 
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We will look at it, but it might not be possible.   
 

e) Question from Councillor Tracy Ismail to Councillor Andy Hull, Executive Member 
for Finance & Performance 
 
Can the Executive Member set out the average traffic speeds on both the borough’s 
main and other roads since the introduction of the full borough-wide 20mph speed limit 
and a comparison with speeds before the limit was introduced? 
 
Reply: 
 
Surveys were collected to review the borough-wide 20mph limit when it was first 
introduced. The surveys indicated that there was at that time an average reduction in 
speed of 1mph. Further surveys on main roads also showed similar results.  Any 
reduction in average speed means fewer accidents, with less serious consequences. 
But we do want to see further reductions in speed on our roads, which is why we have 
teamed up with Islington Police to perform the ‘stop and advise’ sessions I described at 
the last Full Council. 
 

f) Question from Councillor Julie Horten to Councillor Andy Hull, Executive Member 
for Finance & Performance 
 
With regard to proposals for Highbury Corner, can the Executive Member update us on: 
 

- the Council’s discussions with Transport for London (TfL) and Network Rail 
regarding the proposed works to strengthen/replace the road bridge across the 
railway and whether a start date for works has been agreed? 
 

- what traffic modelling information it has on the impact of redesigning the 
Highbury Corner gyratory system and whether the Council will publish copies of 
such information?  

 
Reply: 
 

Replacing the bridge carrying the A1 over the rail tracks at Highbury Corner is in 
Transport for London’s Structures & Tunnels Investment Portfolio.  Contractual 
arrangements are yet to be finalised between Network Rail and Transport for London, 
but there is a provisional site start date pencilled in for the last quarter of 2014.  
Council officers are in contact with TfL and when the programme details are in place, 
we will work with TfL and their contractors to minimise the impact on our residents, 
businesses and the travelling public. 

 
The Mayor of London has recently made an announcement that he plans to improve 33 
key junctions across the Capital, five of which are large junctions or gyratory systems in 
Islington, including Highbury Corner.  Transport for London has therefore recently re-
commenced design work to revisit the layout of Highbury Corner. 
 
The Council is currently in discussions with TfL about possible designs to ensure that 
any design would bring real benefits to Islington residents in terms of improved public 
spaces and better provision for pedestrians and cyclists.  As part of this design work, 
TfL undertakes traffic modelling to understand the impact of any proposals on traffic in 
the area.  Discussions about the design are still ongoing, and, as a result, the 
associated traffic modelling work is also still underway. 
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g) Question from Councillor Terry Stacy to Councillor James Murray, Executive 
Member for Housing and Development 
 
Can the Executive Member report back on the Leaseholder Pledge meeting organised 
by the Council on 6 March? 
 
Reply: 
 
It is important to keep any set of commitments under review and we are doing that at 
the moment.  We are looking at payment options and discussions are taking place 
about communal heating systems.  We have held a number of meetings, including one 
last night where half a dozen people came along. All the comments will be collected 
together and considered.  
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
So few people turned up at meetings because the arrangements were shambolic – one 
with only 24 hours notice.  Bearing in mind the Councils recent submission to 
government regarding capping leaseholder changes for major works, is the Council 
going to reconsider?   
 
Reply: 
 
We are looking at options to ease the burden for leaseholders. 
 

h) Question from Councillor George Allan to Councillor Andy Hull, Executive 
Member for Finance & Performance 
 
Can the Executive Member set out all the new measures the Council has taken since 
May 2010 to make cycling easier and safer in the borough? 
 
Reply: 
 
It is a very long list.  I will send it to you rather than read it out now.  The following 
written response was sent: 
 
The new measures taken since May 2010 that have delivered improvements for 
cyclists, making cycling safer and easier, funded from the TfL Local Implementation 
Plan annual grant fund, are listed below…  
 
Environmental and junction improvements over the period at the following locations: 
 

- Goswell Road / Old Street junction 
- Brecknock Road / York Way improvements 
- Mildmay Park 
- Caledonian Road (between Roman Way and Camden Road) 
- Hornsey Road / Bavaria Road improvements 
- Local Cycle Network improvements (at various locations in 2010/11) 
- Jackson Road / Lowman Road improvements 
- EC1 NDC public space strategy projects (including Malta Street, Mitchell Street, 

Compton Street, Cyrus Street) 
- Monsell Road improvements 
- Connect2 route improvements: Finsbury Park to Highbury Corner 
- Hornsey Road improvements 
- Archway Close improvements  
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- Caledonian Road / Copenhagen Street junction 
- Road safety improvements delivered at the following locations: Blackstock Road, 

Junction Road / Cathcart Hill junction, Old Street / Mallow Street junction, 
Clerkenwell Road / Britton Street junction, and Liverpool Road 

- Bunhill Row Cycle facilities 
- Essex Road improvements 
- Owen Street improvements 
- Brewery Road improvements (around Robert Blair School)  
- Tollington Park improvements 
- Travel awareness initiatives to raise awareness of sustainable travel modes 

(available for 2010-11 only) 
- Workplace travel plan promotion (available for 2010-11 only) 

 
Ongoing activities funded throughout the period May 2010 to present: 
 

- As part of our LIP-funded programme, every Islington primary school can have 
free Bikeability cycle training. 

- We also deliver Bikeability in half our secondary schools. 
- All adults who live, work or study in the borough can have free training, too. 
- We have gained TfL funding under the Borough Cycling Programme to extend 

the delivery and reach of these in 2014-2017 
- There is support for several of our youth and play projects, where staff have 

been trained as cycle instructors. 
 
Cycle training is now very easy to book on our new online system:  
http://islington.bookcycletraining.com 
 
Plus, there is the HGV driver training scheme and the 20mph speed limit we have 
discussed tonight and at Full Council before. 
 
The above lists are not exhaustive, as they do not include, for instance, every new 
cycle rack installed in the past four years, but they do seek to capture most of the main 
measures taken during that period. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
Will Councillor Hull consider using his extensive influence over the Mayor of London to 
press for the extension of the cycle hire scheme to Islington? 
 
Reply: 
 
This was a recommendation of the Fairness Commission.  It was ignored then and I 
suspect it would be ignored now. 
 

i) Question from Councillor George Allan to Councillor Rakhia Ismail, Executive 
Member for Sustainability 
 
Can the Executive Member provide an update on progress with the Council’s carbon 
reduction programme and state whether on current trends Islington expects to meet its 
2020 target? 
 
Reply: 
 
On current trends Islington is projected to be on target to deliver our commitment.  
Fairness is at the heart of what this administration does. In the future more of our 

http://islington.bookcycletraining.com/
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energy will be supplied locally and increasingly from renewable sources, our buildings 
will be highly insulated and efficient.  These measures to tackle fuel poverty will lead to 
us to achieving our carbon reduction targets. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
Is it not the case that in a recent report to Executive the energy efficiency programme 
was cut by £485K?   
 
Reply: 
 
I will look into it and send you a written response. 
 

j) Question from Councillor Tracy Ismail to Councillor Joe Caluori, Executive 
Member for Children & Young People 
 
The Tufnell Park Childminders’ Centre, which has provided support for hundreds of the 
borough’s childminders over the last 35 years, is set to close following a decision by the 
Council to withdraw the Centre’s funding.  Can the Executive Member explain why this 
decision has been taken? 
 
Reply: 
 
This issue was first raised a few months ago. There is no reduction in funding to support 
childminders in the Tufnell Park area.  Officers have had concerns over a long period 
about the level of usage of the centre and the number of new childminders encouraged 
to take advantage of the facilities. This has been poor value for money.  I am pleased to 
say we have had really Constructive discussions are taking place with the Childminders 
Association and Whittington Park CC on how we can make best use of the facilities and 
increase usage. As part of these discussions there are proposals to also increase 
childcare places for two year olds in the area.  Some good news.  I can understand that 
changes are a concern but it is very important we manage this smoothly – this 
administration supports child carers. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
I was asked by a resident and it appears the communications from the council could 
have been better – there has been some confusion. 
 
Reply: 
 
I agree that the letter first sent was blunt and a more constructive approach was called 
for and that it what we have now. 
 

k) Question from Councillor Julie Horten to Councillor James Murray, Executive 
Member for Housing & Development 
 
Can the Executive Member provide me with an update on outstanding enforcement 
action regarding the Highbury Gardens development at 52 Holloway Road? 
 
Reply:  
 
I believe that Cllr Horton is referring to the renewable energy requirements of this 
development, which is that at least 20% of its energy demands must be met from on-
site renewable sources. 
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I understand that thermal solar panels have been installed on the roof but are not yet 
operational, despite the development being complete and occupied. Our Planning 
Enforcement Team has therefore written to the developer asking them to demonstrate 
that they are complying with the renewable energy requirements. 
 
This is usually through the submission of detailed technical reports – and if they are 
unable to satisfactorily demonstrate this, then they must comply in full with the 
measures specified in the original sustainability report, which relied heavily on the use 
of solar energy.  This will involve, at the very least, ensuring that the solar panels on the 
site are fully operational.   
 
I understand Cllr Horton received updates on the latest position and actions on March 
7th and March 17th. We need to get technical reports from the developer, and so they’ve 
been given until March 31st to respond. Once this response is received the planning 
enforcement case officer should be able to update Cllr Horten further. 
 
Supplementary Question: 
 
Is there any way the Council is going to improve monitoring of planning conditions to 
ensure that they are met by developers? 
 
Reply: 
 
In this particular case we are pursuing the issues and in general we do, but we rely 
upon a wide variety of services given the number of developments in the borough.  
Certain processes have to be gone through. 
 

l) Question from Councillor John Gilbert to Councillor Andy Hull, Executive Member 
for Finance & Performance 
 
Following the announcement in October last year about TfL plans for additional cycle 
racks around Highbury Corner, can the Executive Member state whether a date has 
been agreed yet for their installation? 
 
Reply: 
 
The cycle racks in question were installed by Transport for London’s contractors last 
week. 
 

m) Question from Councillor Rhodri Jamieson-Ball to Councillor Rakhia Ismail, 
Executive Member for Sustainability 
 
Can the Executive Member provide an annual breakdown of all compensation awarded 
by the Council for damage/injuries claimed by motorists, cyclists and pedestrians since 
May 2010 resulting from potholes and damaged paving in Islington roads? 
 
Reply: 
 
Since this administration came in May 2010, compensation claims have shown a steady 
decline. From £50,000 (fifty thousand pounds) in 2010/11 the figure had shrunk to 
£4350 (four thousand, three hundred and fifty pounds) in 2012/13 and we have had no 
settlements at all in 2013/14. To save us from reading out all the details, I will send you 
full details in writing. 
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The following written reply was sent:  
 

Year Compensation paid 
Claimant 
category 

2013/14 

0 Cyclists 

0 Motorist 

0 Pedestrians 

0 Total 

2012/13 

0 Cyclists 

300 Motorist 

4,057.32 Pedestrians 

4,357.32 Total 

2011/12 

5167.95 
 

Cyclists 

0 Motorist 

12,700.00 
 

Pedestrians 

17,867.95 Total 

2010/11 

2,072.00 Cyclists 

6,687.34 Motorist 

41,240.81 Pedestrians 

50,000.15 Total 

 
Supplementary Question: 
 
Can you explain the reasons why it has dropped so suddenly? 
 
Reply: 
 
Because this administration is running the Council better than your administration did. 
 

n) Question from Councillor Terry Stacy to Councillor James Murray, Executive 
Member for Housing & Development 
 
What action has the Council taken to bring the empty flat and shop at 189 Blackstock 
Road back into use? 
 
Reply:  
 
As Members know when there are empty properties, we do take enforcement action to 
bring them back into use.  Where possible, we try to work with the owners of empty 
buildings to give them the chance to bring them back into use. We have to demonstrate 
that we’ve tried this before we issue a Compulsory Purchase Order, to avoid the CPO 
being overturned. 
 
In this case, the owners have been engaging with the council over several months – 
discussing empty property grants and getting their structural surveyor to meet officers 
on site. However despite this engagement, it is now clear they are not going to do 
anything.  We will give them one last chance and unless the owner gives us clear dates 
when the work will begin in the near future, we will put the property forward for CPO. 
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Supplementary Question: 
 
Thank you.  I welcome the Council’s action on this.  It’s now coming on for 10 years that 
this property has not been used.  Will Councillor Murray assure me that if the owners 
fail, we will push ahead with urgency on the CPO? 
 
Reply:  
 
I will.  Your administration tried to force the sale of 382 Hornsey Road and gave up.  
This administration agreed a CPO on the property at last week’s Executive. 
  

   
7 THE ANNUAL REVIEW OF EQUALITY OBJECTIVES  

 
 Councillor Watts, seconded by Councillor Webbe, moved the recommendations in the 

report.   
 

 The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED 
 a) That the current set of equality objectives will be retained for the first two 

quarters of 2014 (April to September) and new targets for this period will be 
agreed in conjunction with relevant officers where necessary be noted.  

 

b) That it be noted that from April to September 2014 the council will investigate 
and develop additional or alternative equality objectives; taking into account the 
issues identified by the VCS and involving and keeping CMB informed of 
developments. It was also noted that the new set of objectives will sit under the 
revised corporate priorities from October 2014 onwards, with monitoring 
arrangements integrated within the overall corporate performance framework 
and that any further reviews of progress against these objectives will take place 
within the municipal cycle 

 

c)   That it be noted that in the development of new objectives the linkages between 
corporate priority areas will be emphasised so that cross-sector work can be 
encouraged and positive impact maximised. An example of where there may be 
overlapping or joint objectives is in the areas of unemployment and mental 
health.  
 

8 QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT  

 Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Poole, moved the recommendations in 
the report.   
 

 The recommendations were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED 

 a) That the decisions taken during the previous quarter be noted. 
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 Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Poole, moved the recommendations in 
the report.   
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 The recommendation was put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED 

 a) That Erol Baduna be appointed to the post of Parent Governor Primary on the 
Children’s and Young Persons Education Review Committee with immediate 
effect be agreed. 
 

 

10 NOTICES OF MOTION 
 

 MOTION 1. KEEP THE SAFETY NET 

 Councillor Hull, seconded by Councillor Andrews moved the motion. 

 Councillor Gilbert and Councillor Kelly contributed to the debate. 

 The recommendations in the amended motion were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
The motion as amended was put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED: 

 The Council agreed that -  

 the Local Welfare Provision Fund is a safety net that the government should not 
withdraw and that government’s severance of this lifeline is a cut too far; 

 people will be encouraged to email keepthesafetynet@cripplegate.org.uk with their 

views on the effects this cut will have and with examples of how this fund has 
benefited them or people they know at times of need, 

 it will ensure information is available about the impact of this cut on some of 
Islington’s most vulnerable residents  

 Leader will write to the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions and the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to ask them to 
reconsider the government’s decision to cut this vital fund. 
 

 
 MOTION 2. RECOGNISING THE CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN 

 
 Councillor Alice Perry, seconded by Councillor Webbe moved the motion and an 

amendment to the motion. 
 

 The recommendations in the amended motion were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
The motion as amended was put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED: 

 To call on the Government to provide an equalities impact assessment on the measures 
set out in the forthcoming Budget, which will show the plight of women at a time of 
economic cuts, which threaten to set equality back by generations. 
 
 

 MOTION 3. REMEMBERING NELSON MANDELA 

 Councillor Andrews, seconded by Councillor Kaseki moved the motion. 

mailto:keepthesafetynet@cripplegate.org.uk
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 Councillors Tracy Ismail, Foxsmith and Stacy contributed to the debate. 

 The recommendations in the motion were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
The motion was put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the Council would look at appropriate ways to remember and commemorate the 
life of Nelson Mandela at no cost to Islington residents. 

  
 

 MOTION 4. RECOGNISING THE IMPORTANCE OF APPRENTICESHIPS 
  
 Councillor Watts, seconded by Councillor Doolan moved the motion. 

 
 Councillors Pullen, Stacy and Spall contributed to the debate. 

 
 The recommendations in the motion were put to the vote and CARRIED. 

 
The motion was put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 

 That the Council would: 

 Continue working closely with local businesses like K&M McLoughlin to provide 
more apprenticeships for hundreds for hundreds of talented young people 
throughout the borough. 

 Actively promote apprenticeships and other opportunities and advocate for 
vocational training for young the people in Islington 

 And that Apprenticeships where possible should lead to full time, skilled 
employed paying at least the London Living Wage 

 
 

 MOTION 5. RIGHT TO A FAIR TRIAL 
 

 Councillor Foxsmith moved the motion seconded by Councillors West and Wilson. 
 

 The recommendations in the motion were put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 
The motion was put to the vote and CARRIED. 
 

 RESOLVED: 
 

 That the Council would: 
Promote the anniversary of Magna Carta throughout 2015  

 Write to Chris Grayling MP (with the support of Islington MPs if agreeable) 
raising the Councils concerns about cuts to Legal Aid. 

 
The meeting closed at 10.18 pm. 
 
 
 
MAYOR 

 


